
Abstract 
The Egyptian Earth Construction Association (EECA) is founded in 1997, a non-governmental, not-for-profit organization registered 
with the Ministry of Social Solidarity, and headquartered in Al-Darb Al-Ahmar, one of Historic Cairo’s richest architectural heritage 
neighborhoods. Concerned with construction in general and Appropriate Building Technologies (ABT) in particular as well as 
conserving the heritage. 
As the training and capacity building program I(TCBP) is one of the main programs in EECA which aims at training and building the 
capacity of community groups, Architects, Conservators, Craftsmen, Urban planners and others to acquire knowledge and skills in all 
the fields related to the act of building and heritage. This program has very good impact by sharing in most of the projects which have 
been done by EECA to qualify other specialists and juniors in many Specialties which connected with appropriating building 
technology and conserving Architectural and humanitarian heritage.   
Some of those projects which will be presented in the conference are the following: 

- Architectural Character Development process for Authentic Bedouins in South Sinai. The project is part of the South Sinai 
Regional Development Program (SSRDP) funded by the European Commission. (TCBP) provide in this project vocational 
education for local builders on different building crafts. 

- Wadi Al-Gemal National Park (WGNP). Designing and building a Visitor Reception & Interpretation Center and a Rangers’ 
Residence & Operations Center in Wadi Al-Gemal protectorate. The project was funded by Life Red Sea Project (USAID) and 
was awarded the Hassan Fathy Award for Architecture in November 2009. In this project we shared other to secure a 
sustainable use of the natural and cultural assets of the South Red Sea (SRS) area with special focus on the Wadi El-Gemal 
National Park. (TCBP) has been training with participatory a few architects and local builders on how to use the natural 
sources in them environmental as building materials, with some new techniques.   

- Architect junior in al-darb al-ahmar. Project Funded by Save the Children through Naseej Program. The aim of the project was 
to develop the architectural talents and appreciation among the children of Al-Darb Al-Ahmar especially those who are the 
EECA’s neighbors of today. The project engaged young architects together with the children of the area to suggest solutions of 
the physical problems of a small Hara (in which EECA headquarter is located), in a frame work of a competition among three 
teams. Best solutions were implemented by the help of the children. 

- Training and qualifying the young carpenters to can produce Arabic carpentry which translate the visual expression of 
geometry into a structural and functioning system, by exploring how the process is contributing to the creation of assemblage 
‘as a whole’, in a continuous transformation process from space to the abstract then to the physical, thereby ensuring neatness 
throughout the process, uploading every element with its unique memory achieving a product. We can find many examples of 
Arabic Carpentry in most of Islamic and Coptic monuments around Egypt as well as many countries. By training and 
qualifying carpenter to do Arabic carpentry we are conserving very important technique which is helping in producing very 
beautiful pieces and conserving many ancient pieces. 



Some samples of Arabic Carpentry  

 


